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Introduction to the Life of Jesus

Bible Story
Free guides and other free resources for presenting a Bible Story are available at: www.FoxMinistries.org

Background
This story is a composite story. It is compiled from several different books and verses of the Bible. This story provides an introduction to Jesus’ life and serves as background for any study of his life and ministry.

There are three important things that this story teaches us about Jesus: (1) Jesus is God; (2) Jesus limited himself for a time by becoming a man; and (3) Jesus lived on earth as a man without committing any sin. These facts provide an important foundation for understanding Jesus’ life and ministry on earth.

Story from the Bible 
Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 3:17, 16:16; Mark 1:1; John 1:1-18; and Philippians 2:5-8

This is what the Bible says.

Jesus is God. He was present when the world was created and he is the creator of everything we see. He also became a human being, a man, and he lived on the earth. He chose to limit himself to a human body for the time he lived here on earth. He experienced life just as any other person, except he never sinned.

He was not recognized as God in human form during his life on earth. The religious leaders rejected him. Even his closest followers did not see him as God in human form. Even though he performed many miracles, they did not really see his divine nature until after he came back from the dead.

The prophets told about his birth many years before he was born. He was born into a Jewish family. He was the Messiah the Jewish people had been waiting for. However, they did not recognize him as the Messiah.

Jesus is the only person to live his entire life without sin. He never committed a single sin. This is vitally important because he became the perfect, sinless sacrifice for our sin. Jesus died on a cross in my place and your place. He could take our place because he is the only person to live his life without sin.

That concludes this story from the Bible.


Retelling the Story
Let’s review this story by retelling it as a group. We want to retell it as faithfully as we can to the story from the Bible. We do not want to add to it or leave out anything important. Who will get us started?

Questions

· How does the fact that Jesus is God impact the way we view his life?

· How could God be in human form?

· Why do you think others did not see Jesus as God in human form?

· Why did the Jewish people not recognize Jesus as the promised Messiah?

· What does this story teach us about God?

· What should we do in response to this teaching?

Prayer
Prayer is more than a way to end the session. It is time to talk to God. Public prayer is a model for others. Boldly ask God to guide participants to use the Bible story with others. Ask God to give you and the participant’s insight and understanding as you think about this biblical event.


Extra Content:

Memory Verses
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. (John 1:1, NIV)

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John 1:14, NIV)

Whoever claims to live in him must live as Jesus did. (1 John 2:6, NIV)

Video
Francis Chan – Jesus More Than a Savior (2:46) 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=GpB-FUg9PD4
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