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Jesus Turns Water into Wine

Bible Story
Free guides and other free resources for presenting a Bible Story are available at: www.FoxMinistries.org

Background
This story is about the first recorded miracle of Jesus during his life on earth. It occurs at a wedding in Cana, a town in Galilee. Scholars do not all agree on the exact location of this ancient town. In spite of this uncertainty, it is generally agreed that Cana was not far from Nazareth.

Story from the Bible 
John 2:1-12

This is what the Bible says.

There was a wedding in Cana of Galilee. Jesus and some of his followers attended the wedding. Jesus’ mother was there also.

During the wedding feast, they ran out of wine. Jesus’ mother told Jesus that the wine had run out. 

Jesus responded by asking her why she involved him in this problem. He told her that his time had not come yet. Jesus’ mother told the servants to do whatever he (Jesus) told them to do.

There were six stone water jars nearby. These were jars used for ceremonial washing and would each hold about twenty to thirty gallons.

Jesus told the servants to fill the jars to the brim with water. So they did.

Then he told them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet.” They did what Jesus said. When the master of the banquet tasted it, the water had been turned into wine. He did not know where this wine had come from, but the servants did. The master of the banquet called the groom aside and said to him, “Everyone brings out the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to drink; but you have saved the best till now.”

This was the first miracle of Jesus and was a sign that he was the Messiah. His disciples saw this and believed in him.

That concludes this story from the Bible.
Retelling the Story
Let’s review this story by retelling it as a group. We want to retell it as faithfully as we can to the story from the Bible. We do not want to add to it or leave out anything important. Who will get us started?

Questions

· Why did Jesus hesitate to do something about the fact that they had run out of wine at the wedding, even when his mother told him about the problem?

· How did Jesus address the problem of the shortage of wine?

· How many jars of water did Jesus turn into wine?

· About how much did each jar hold?

· (Six jars, about twenty or thirty gallons each, equal 120-180 gallons of wine.)

· Does this story mean that Jesus endorses the drinking of wine?

· What was the purpose of this miracle?

· Did Jesus honor his mother with what he did?

· How did this miracle impact Jesus’ disciples?

· What does this teach us about God?

· What should we do in response to this teaching?

Prayer
Prayer is more than a way to end the session. It is time to talk to God. Public prayer is a model for others. Boldly ask God to guide participants to use the Bible story with others. Ask God to give you and the participant’s insight and understanding as you think about this biblical event.
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